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Residents Warned of Telephone Scams

Family members are pressured to send money for relatives in trouble

The Suffolk County Police Department is warning residents of telephone scams during which
people are asked to wire money immediately for a family member in trouble.

A potential victim will receive a telephone call from someone claiming that they know a family
member who is somehow in trouble and needs money wired immediately. The caller attempts to
pressure the victim to send money without verifying the family member’s whereabouts.

In one scenario, the caller claims that they have just been in a motor vehicle crash with a relative
of the victim who refuses to pay for the damage. The caller claims to be holding the relative at
gunpoint until the victim pays several thousand dollars. Other scenarios may include the caller
claiming a family member of the victim has been arrested and needs money for bail, or a family
member owes someone money. The victim is asked to withdraw money from an ATM and the
caller will guide them to an institution where they can wire money.

Investigations have determined that the victims are often randomly selected and the caller is
usually able to convince the target that the scenario is real.

These types of scams have been reported throughout the nation and the Suffolk County Police
Department has knowledge of several similar incidents that have occurred locally during the past
few years.

The Suffolk County Police Department advises residents to independently verify the threatened
relative’s whereabouts and not to give out any personal information during the call. If someone
receives a call of this nature, they are advised to call the Suffolk County Police Department for

further investigation.
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To report a crime anonymously, call 1-800-220-TIPS or text “SCPD” and your
message to CRIMES (274637) or visit www.tipsubmit.com. You may be eligible for a
reward of up to $5,000 if your tip results in an arrest.
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